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Thank you for your letter dated 28 April 2017 regarding the above petition.  You 
asked if the Scottish Government has any further comments to make in relation to 
the petition.   
 
As was noted during the Committee’s discussion on 27 April, the independent expert 
Advisory Committee on the Safety of Blood, Tissues and Organs (SaBTO) is 
currently carrying out a review of the blood donor selection criteria and has 
established a Donor Selection Working Group to lead on this.  This review is 
examining a number of the current donor deferral criteria, including those for men 
who have had sex with men (MSM).  As you noted in your letter, the Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Sport wrote to SaBTO last year to ask them to examine, as 
part of their current review, whether an individualised assessment system can be 
developed and this is being considered by the working group.  Further information on 
the Donor Selection Working Group’s review, including minutes of meetings, can be 
found on the SaBTO webpages. 
 
In relation to the specific proposals in the petition, we and the Scottish National 
Blood Transfusion Service (SNBTS) are very much open to revising the deferral 
criteria for MSM and other categories of donors informed by SaBTO’s advice and in 
a manner which ensures the safety of the blood supply in line with Blood Safety and 
Quality Regulations.  
 
The Scottish Government is also sympathetic to the petitioners’ argument that, given 
the improvements in the reliability of the tests now used to screen donated blood for 
blood-borne infections, a twelve month deferral period may well no longer be 
necessary for MSM and a number of other groups of potential donors.   
 
We expect to receive recommendations from SaBTO relatively soon and so will wait 
for and need to consider their advice before agreeing the way forward with SNBTS. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/advisory-committee-on-the-safety-of-blood-tissues-and-organs

